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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
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(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:  "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."  Information  from  the  Division  of  Motion 
Pictures,  Extension  Office,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Today's  letter  from  Washington  brings  news  of  some  new  movies  —  films 
just  released.  And  —  but  wait.  I'll  read  the  letter  before  I  start  making 
comments . 

Our  correspondent  writes:     "This  is  still  your  reporter  in  Washington, 
D.C. ,  bring  you  Washington  news  though  it  may  sound  like  a  Hollywood  special 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  have  just  been  to  an  exclusive  studio  pre-view  of  some 
of  the  very  latest  films.     The  'studio'  I  am  referring  to  nap-pens  to  be  the 
Division  of  Motion  Pictures  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  sponsors  of 
the  new  pictures  are  6  different  Bureaus  in  the  Department.    And  the  pictures 
themselves  illustrate  some  of  the  special  work  of  scientists  there. 

"You  won't  be  seeing  any  big  billboards  and  colorful  posters  advertising 
these  new  films.    And  you  probably  won't  be  able  to  see  the  pictures  themselves 
at  your  nearest  movie  theatre.     But  you  can  arrange  to  see  them  at  your  club, 
or  your  community  house,  or  even  at  a  gathering  at  someone's  home.  Department 
of  Agriculture  films  are  educational  films  for  the  use  of  any  interested  group. 
And  you  can  have  them  simply  by  writing  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
asking  for  them  on  a  certain  date,  and  paying  the  small  charges  of  sending  them 
back  and  forth. 

"But  let  me  tell  you  about  some  of  these  new  movies  that  particularly 
interested  me.     One  thriller  was  the  story  of  one  of  the  greatest  racketeers 
of  all  times  —  the  mosquito.     If  you  like  crime  stories  or  pictures  of  G-men 
activities  against  criminals,  this  film  ought  to  hold  you  enthralled.     It  did  me, 
For  it  is  the  story  of  Government  men's  fight  against  a  serious  insect  enemy. 
It  shows  the  methods  the  entomologists  have  worked  out  to  control  the  mosquito — 
simple,  effective,  not  too  expensive  methods  that  any  community  can  use  to  rid 
itself  of  this  nest. 

"Now,   if  you  like  beautiful  scenery,   if  you  are  interested  in  some  of  the 
loveliest  natural  scenery  in  this  country,  or  if  you  like  travel  pictures,  I  can 
recommend  a  picture  called  ''Trail  Riders  of  the  Wilderness',  a  2-reel  silent 
film  recording  a  tour  of  western  Montana  by  the  American  Forestry  Association. 
The  Forest  Service  sponsored  6  of  the  new  films  and  this  is  one  of  them.  And 
my  private  opinion  is  that  the  ideal  time  to  see  it  is  some  dull  winter  day  when 
you've  been  spending  too  much  time  shut  up  indoors,  when  a  view  of  these  beauti- 
ful forest  lands  will  make  you  feel  as  if  summer  had  come  again  and  vou  had  been 
off  on  a  vacation. 
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"Two  other  Forest  Service  films  made  me  sit  up  and  take  notice.     These  arc 
the  two  that  describe  the  work  of  the  CCC  boys  in  California.     One  called  'Lest 
We  Forget'   shows  the  boys  fighting  fire  in  that  now  famous  Pickens  Canyon  forest 
fire.    The  other  called  'We  Can  Take  It'   is  a  general  story  of  CCC  activities. 
Any  group  would  enjoy  these  2  films,  but  I  should  say  they  would  make  an  espec- 
ially good  program  for  a  boy's  club  some  evening. 

"For  the  sportsman  or  for  anycne  interested  in  hunting  or  game,  the 
Forest  Service  offers  2  films.     'Game  Management  on  the  Kaibab  (ky-bab) 1  is  the 
name  of  the  one  that  shows  how  the  Government  manages  deer  in  that  very  wild 
section  of  our  country,   the  Kaibab  National  Forest  in  Arizona.     Another  movie 
on  deer  in  our  national  forests  is  a  2-reel  film  with  sound.     'Regulated  Peer 
Hunting'   is  the  title. 

"Speaking  of  beautiful  scenery,   I  must  tell  you  about  the  film  sponsored 
by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  called  'Tunneling  to  Yosemite' ,  which  tells  the 
story  of  how  Government  engineers  constructed  the  great  Wawona  Tunnel  in 
Yosemite  National  Park.     In  case  you  don't  like  to  hear  the  sound  of  blasting 
and  other  construction  noises,  you'll  be  glad  to  know  in  advance  that  this  is 
a  2-reel  s ilent  film.     You  can  see  the  work  going  on  without  being  forced  to 
hear  it.     To  my  mind,  one  of  the  best  features  of  this  film  is  its  unusually 
beautiful  scenes  of  the  Yosemite. 

"But  now  to  turn  to  women's  doings.     Yes,  one  of  the  new  films  features 
women's  business  exclusively.     You  might  call  this  a  success  story,  for  it  takes 
up  the  various  successful  farm  women's  markets  in  different  States.     The  Exten- 
sion Service  was  the  sponsor  of  this  film.     And  the  markets  illustrated  are 
home  demonstration  club  markets  —  different  types  —  ran  by  farm  women  who 
are  seeing  their  own  produce  and  making  a  good  job  of  it.     If  your  club  is 
interested  in  the  doings  of  other  women's  clubs,  you'll  want  to  borrow  this 
film  for  one  of  your  meetings.     Or,   if  you  are  engaged  in  or  thinking  of  going 
in  a  market  venture  yourself  next  summer,   this  picture  will  give  you  some  ideas. 

"You  can  tell  your  listeners  that  they  can  have  a  list  of  the  new  films  — 
a  list  of  titles  and  a  description  of  each  one,  and  they  can  also  have  a  list 
of  all  the  other  Department  of  Agriculture  films  on  file  for  borrowers,  if 
they  will  write  to  the  Division  of  Motion  Pictures,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Washington,  D.   C. ,   for  the  information.     And  tell  them  to  write  to 
the  same  address  when  they  want  to  borrow  a  film.     The  borrower  pays  nothing 
except  transportation  charges  to  and  from  Washington. 

"Well,  this  moview  review  has  filled  up  my  page  before  I've  had  time  to 
write  you  any  further  Washington  news.  Never  mind.  I'll  make  up  for  it  next 
week.     Faithfully  yours. " 

And  that  finishes  this  week's  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent. 
If  you  want  further  news  of  Department  of  Agriculture  movies,  all  you  have  to 
do  is  to  write  for  it. 
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